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Reach MPs and Experts had 
another busy year in 2012. 
These notes look back at work 
from the past 12 months.

Reach Parliament 2012

Monday 23rd January 2012

2012 started with Reach 
members asking questions 
about the planned council 
budget cuts and service 
changes for 2012.

Reach members also talked 
about how the changes 
would affect people with 
more complex needs.

Guests from the city council 
answered questions about the 
need for extra support and 
information.
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Keri Stanyer and Susan 
Ruscoe from SASCES visited 
the Paliament to talk about 
what skills council staff need 
when working with people 
with a learning disability.

Reach Parliament 2012

Monday 12th March 2012

Reach members talked to 
Christine Whitehead about 
her role as Assistant Director 
of Adult Social Care.

Members also talked about 
the work being done on the 
council budget cuts and 
service changes.

Last year Reach MP Jason 
Worgan had written a letter to 
SASCES asking about people 
with a learning disability helping 
to deliver staff training.
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Reach Parliament 2012

Monday 16th April 2012

Reach MPs talked about the 
changes to bus passes, safety 
on buses and travelling to 
meetings.
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MPs also met with two social 
work students who were on 
placements with Asist.

In the afternoon MPs were 
joined by Reach Experts and 
completed the Minature 
Stoke workshop with Jackie 
Reynolds and Adrian Ball from 
Staffordshire University.

Members talked about their 
personal experiences, good 
and bad.



Reach Parliament 2012

Reach members also talked 
about Steps to Speaking Up, 
a clear information guide to 
help people with learning 
disabilities speak up about 
their rights and important 
issues.

There were also updates 
about the Learning Disability 
Strategy, Health Self 
Assessments and changes to 
bus passes.
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Reach members talked 
about how important this 
work is and shared personal 
experiences.

Monday 18th June 2012

PC Andy Clarke visited the 
Parliament to talk about Hate 
Crime in Staffordshire.



Reach Parliament 2012

In the morning, Reach 
members heard about the 
review, why it was being done 
and how.

In the afternoon Reach 
members were supported to 
fill in the Big Health Review 
questionnaires.

People split into 3 groups to 
vote on the 3 targets; access, 
safety and complex needs.

Monday 23rd July 2012

Reach MPs and Experts 
worked on the Big Health 
Review.
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Reach Parliament 2012

Monday 17th September 2012
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Reach members decided 
to invite Kevin Day to the 
next meeting for a Learning 
Disability Strategy update.

People talked about how 
chages to bus passes are 
affecting people’s lives.

Reach members helped 
plan where in Stoke-on-Trent 
elections for new Reach MPs 
would be held.

Ideas for future Parliament 
meetings were discussed, 
including:
• more work with the police
• guests from the council
• community and friendships.



Reach Parliament 2012

Monday 8th October 2012

Kevin Day talked with Reach 
members about the updated 
Learning Disability Strategy 
and the Learning Disability 
Charter.

People asked questions about 
the Strategy  and talked 
about the changes that have 
been made.

In the afternoon Reach 
members looked in more 
detail at the Strategy and 
gave their thoughts and 
ideas.

Reach shared clear 
information on the Police 
and Crime Commissioners 
election and the Police 
and Communities event in 
Burslem. 
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Reach Parliament 2012

Monday 3rd December 2012

Reach members looked at the 
Assisted Transport consultation, 
using 4 case studies to discuss 
their thoughts and ideas.

Members voted to invite the 
consultation team to the 
January meeting to discuss 
this further.

New Reach MPs Veronica 
Hawkins and Darren 
Mallaburn (Waterside) came 
to their first meeting.

New reach MPs Nigel Bowyer 
and Martin Cardall (Saint 
John’s cafe) will be coming to 
the January meeting.
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Learning Disability Partnership 
Board 2012

Monday 13th February 2012

Reach members shared 
comments about the service 
changes and spending cuts 
for 2012 and asked questions 
about changes to bus passes.

Thursday 17th May 2012
Reach members delivered a 
report on how changes to bus 
passes are affecting people’s 
lives and asked a question 
about people being treated 
with respect in health services.
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The work was collected at the 
January Parliament meeting. 
A full report was sent to the 
consultation team.

Reach members continue 
to share examples of 
good and bad practice in 
healthcare services and feel 
it is important to ask questions 
where possible.



Learning Disability Partnership 
Board 2012

Thursday 19th July 2012

Reach members told the 
board about the Big Health 
review and gave examples 
of the information collected 
from people with disabilities 
and carers.

Thursday 25th October 2012

Reach members asked 
questions on changes to bus 
passes, staffing at Waterside 
and the NDTi report on services 
in Staffoerdshire. 

Members told the board 
about the Big Health report 
which is now available on the 
Equal People website.

Reach also delivered a report 
on the Learning Disability 
Strategy work done at the 
Parliament.
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Other Reach Highlights 2012

The Big Health Review 2012

Reach held the Big Health review 
on 3rd July at the Tillington Hall 
Hotel so people with disabilities and 
carers could come and take part in 
this years health self assessment.

Over 60 people attended filling in 
the Reach questionnaires, specially 
created for the event. People 
shared personal experiences and 
voted on the 3 health targets for 
2012.

The report from the event was 
shared with both Stoke and 
Staffordshire Partnership boards 
and is available on the Equal 
People website.

Reach have also supported 
members to take part in the Stoke, 
Staffordshire and Wolverhampton 
validation meetings where 
information collected in the Big 
Health events was checked.
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Other Reach Highlights 2012

Reach Elections 2012
Reach held elections at 
Waterside and Saint John’s 
cafe this year, with 5 people at 
Saint John’s and 9 people at 
Waterside hoping to become 
new Reach MPs.

The elections were a huge 
success and more elections are 
being planned for 3013.

Clear Information Resources
Steps to speaking up was 
created to help people speak 
up about their rights while the 
clear information on the Police 
and Crime Commissioner 
elections was shared 
throughout Staffordshire. 

A clear information guide to 
help people contact their local 
councillor is now completed 
and will soon be available on 
the Equal people website.



More Information

To find out more about this 
report, please contact Reach 
project workers Andrew 
Garvey or Mark Evans.

Thanks to Photosymbols for 
some of the images used in 
this booklet.

Reach is part of Asist, 
Advocacy Services in 
Staffordshire.

To contact Reach:

telephone - 01782 747872

email - reach@asist.co.uk


