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At the last Reach Parliament meeting 

on April 11th 2011, Reach MPs 

thought about being part of the 

community. 

 

They created a person who had a 

busy life and did lots of activities in 

their community. 

 

MPs started by naming the person 

and deciding where in  

Stoke-on-Trent the person lived. 

 

Once this had been decided project 

workers talked about how the 

exercise would work. 

 

It was decided that the groups 

would need to include: 
 

• work, college, family and friends 
 

• days and evenings 
 

• their goals from work/college 
 

• what support they have 
 

• who arranges the activities 
 

• the cost and who pays  
 

• travel 
 

• if they have a personal budget. 

 

Being Part of the Community 
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MPs worked in groups and used their 

personal experiences to fill in a week 

planner for each person. 

 

Group 1 - Melanie 
 

Key facts 
 

married and living in a council house 
 

has a personal budget 
 

has a bus pass, is learning to drive 
 

goes to college and works part time 
 

sees friends at least 3 times a week 
 

visits her family every weekend. 

Melanie 
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MPs worked in groups and used their 

personal experiences to fill in a week 

planner for each person. 

 

Group 2 - Sarah 
 

Key Facts 
 
 

lives independently 
 

gets the support she needs 
 

works part time in a hairdresser and is 

training for a qualification 
 

does voluntary work at a school 
 

has a personal budget 
 

sees friends at least 4 times a week 
 

visits her family every weekend. 

Sarah 
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At the end of the exercise project 

workers asked Reach members some 

questions. 

 

Reach asked members: 
 

• is this realistic? 
 

• is this like your life or the lives of 

your friends? 
 

• how can things be made better? 
 

• how different are things now to 

how they used to be? 

 

MPs wrote their thoughts on post it 

notes which were then put onto 

posters. 

 

Some of the key quotes were: 
 

• “We don’t know anyone who has 

a week as busy as this.” 
 

• “We would like this choice of 

things to do, we think this is 

different to how things really are.” 
 

• “I don’t know how to get a 

personal budget - because of 

this, I would not be able to have 

such a busy life - I could not 

organise all of this and could not 

know how to pay for it.” 
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 Key Quotes continued 

 

• “We don’t do this much stuff - we 

would all like to do this much but 

it is not realistic.” 
 

• “None of us know anyone who 

has such a full life, we wish we 

could have fuller lives in the 

community.” 
 

• “I do much more now than I used 

to. People help us to be more 

independent now.” 
 

• “There are more opportunities 

now.” 
 

• “People let us do more now, 

before they didn’t think that we 

could do things.” 
 

• “It would be nice to be like that.” 

 

MPs would like to ask the Partnership 

Board: 
 

• How can people get more 

information and support to be 

more a part of their community? 
 

• How can people in Stoke on Trent 

get a personal budget? 


