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People who were at the meeting 
   
John Mawman 
Hugh Evans 

MP, Reach Parliament 
Adults & Neighbourhood Services (Adult Social Care) 

Co-Chairs 

  
Chris Sholl Valuing People Regional Support Team 
Kevin Day Joint Commissioning Unit 
Mary Carr MP, Reach Parliament 
Carl West Reach Expert 
Rosemary Brown North Staffs Combined Healthcare NHS Trust 
Janice Johnson University Hospital of North Staffordshire NHS Trust 
Ian Clarke Joint Commissioning Unit 
Amanda Picken Supporting People 
Joanna Stanaway Adults & Neighbourhood Services (Housing) 
Patsy Corcoran Reach  
Amanda Lovatt Adults & Neighbourhood Services (Adult Social Care) 
Chris Herbert Brighter Futures 
Andrew Garvey Reach Support Worker 
Mark Evans Reach Support Worker 
  
Celia Challis Joint Commissioning Unit – Notes 
 



 3 

 
People who said “Sorry – I can’t come to the meeting” 
 
Debbie Cooper Joint Commissioning Unit 
Colin Marsh Adults & Neighbourhood Services 
Sally Reston Adults & Neighbourhood Services 
Irene Abbotts Family Carer 
Lisa Lockley Mencap 
Julie Roberts North Staffs Carers Association 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Hugh Evans and John Mawman co-chaired the meeting. 

Ian Clarke was timekeeper. 
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Welcome and Apologies 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

We said hello to Chris Sholl from the Regional 
Valuing People Team 
 
People who could not come to the meeting sent their 
apologies. 

John Mawman reminded us to use the traffic 
light cards.   

 
 

 ? 

OK 

Slow 

Stop 
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Notes of the last Meeting 

 

 

The notes were OK. 

  

  

Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
Spending Review – Reach Response to City Council Budget Proposals 
 

 

2 reports about the Reach response to the council’s budget 
proposals are available at the Partnership Board website at 
http://www.equalpeopleinstoke.org/default.aspx?page=26389  
 
Reach members have 10 questions they would like answers to by  
7 March so that they can be discussed at the next Parliament 
meeting. 
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
Spending Review – Reach Response to City Council Budget Proposals 

 

Over the next 2 years the council must cut its spending by about 
£56 million.  This is about 20% of the council’s total budget. 
 
In 2011 / 12, Adult Social Care will have to reduce spending by 
about £5 million.   
 
In 2012 / 13, Adult Social Care will have to save another £20 million. 
 

  

Reach asked some of their questions  

 

Where will people get their hydrotherapy when Shelton pool closes? 
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
Spending Review – Reach Response to City Council budget proposals 
Shelton pool is not a hydrotherapy pool.  If doctors say people need hydrotherapy, they will get this 
through the NHS.   
 
Shelton pool needs a lot of work doing to it.  The council cannot afford to pay to for services for 
vulnerable people and do the work the pool needs to modernise it.  The council has to make a choice.  
Even if Shelton pool closes, there will still be swimming pools in the City.  For example, the pools at 
Fenton Manor and Dimensions are staying open.   
 
Chris Morton said that people can also get good deals at leisure centres.  This means they can try other 
things that the leisure centre has to offer. 
 
Personalisation and person centred planning will also support people to do more things in the day. 
 
 

 

If this (the hydrotherapy service) is far away, how much will the 
transportation costs be for people?  Will this cost more money than 
is saved by closing the pool? 
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
Spending Review – Reach Response to City Council budget proposals 
  
Chris Sholl said that Stoke-on-Trent City Council is losing a lot more money than some other councils in 
the West Midlands.  The council has no choice but to make the savings the government is demanding.   
Personal budgets will help people access the services they need. 
  

 

If there is no mobile library, or libraries in Fenton and 
Burslem, how will people use libraries if they can’t travel to 
Hanley? 

 
 
Reach members also asked why can’t the mobile library service be reduced to once a month. 
  
  
Hugh Evans said there will still be enough libraries in the City for people to use.  The costs of the mobile 
library stay about the same however often it goes around. 
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
Spending Review – Reach Response to City Council budget proposals 

  

 

What is going to happen about the Special Olympics if Northwood 
Stadium closes?  Where will people train? 
 
John Mawman asked if there will be another track if Northwood 
closes. 

  

Hugh Evans said that he thought the proposal was for the stadium to be open less often - not close the 
stadium altogether.  Ian Clarke said that only the athletics team use Northwood and they do a lot of 
their training in the gym.  The team could train at the gym at Fenton Manor. 
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
Spending Review – Reach Response to City Council budget proposals 

  

 

Carl West asked what will happen to the Community Living Team at 
Tunstall. 
 
Hugh Evans said that the Community Living Team will stay but it will 
change.  

  
  
News about the City Council Budget 

 

Although the City Council cabinet has approved the budget proposals 
for 2011 / 2012, they will go before the full council at a meeting on  
25 February.   
 
We will know for certain what is going to happen after this meeting. 
 
The Council agreed all the spending proposals at a meeting on 25 
February.  Full details are available on the council’s website at 
http://www.stoke.gov.uk/ccm/content/cr/Finance/budget-development-
2011-12---2012-13-final-proposals.en  
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
NHS Stoke on Trent Annual Operating Plan 

 

Kevin Day talked about the PCT Annual Operating Plan.  This is the 
plan for how the PCT will spend the money it gets from the 
government. 
 
The Stoke-on-Trent plan for  2011 / 12 is not finished yet but Kevin 
Day said there are likely to be plans for making sure that people with 
learning disabilities have better access to NHS service and plans for 
making sure that people with autism spectrum disorder / Asperger’s 
syndrome can access NHS services. 
 
Full details of the PCT’s plans will be shared when they are available. 

  
  
Health and Well Being Partnership Board Update 

At the last meeting, Health and Wellbeing Partnership Board talked about the government’s plan for 
councils to set up Health and Well Being Boards.   
 
Health and Well Being Boards will make sure that organisations get better at planning and buying 
services that will help the health and wellbeing of the local population. 
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
Health and Well Being Partnership Board Update 
The Government says that councils must set up a health and wellbeing board by April 2013.  Councils 
can apply to become an ‘early implementer’.  Stoke-on-Trent City Council wants to be an early 
implementer. 
  
Chris Sholl said it is important that the Learning Disability Partnership Board links in to the Health and 
Well Being Board.  Hugh said that it is likely that all the partnership boards will continue to link in. 
 
There will be more news about the health and wellbeing board. 
 
Partnership Board Regional Events 

 
 

Information about the Valuing People workshops was sent out before 
the meeting.  People were surprised that the times and topics to be 
discussed at the workshops had changed.  Chris Sholl said that Ken 
and Valerie want to invite a wider range of people to help partnership 
boards to make connections into local communities. 
 
Hugh Evans said that given the time of year and the difficult economic 
climate, it is unlikely we will get huge numbers of people to attend.  
Kevin Day said it is difficult to get people to attend at short notice. 
 
Chris Sholl said she will give feedback to BILD.   
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
 
Learning Disability Strategy / Launch Event 

 

 

Kevin Day said the Primary Care Trust Professional Executive 
Committee will look at the Learning Disability Strategy at its next 
meeting.  The next step will be to get the Primary Care Trust Board to 
agree the strategy by the end of March. 

  

 

We will arrange a launch event.  Details will be circulated. 
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
Newstead Refurbishment Communication Plan 

 

Chris Morton said that there have been meetings with councillors, 
parents / carers, and the people who use Newstead about the plans.  
People are happy about the plans for the building and understand that 
the service will also change.  Social care want people who use the 
Newstead service to go out and do things in the community.  They 
want other people to be able to use the buildings and for the building 
to be open in the evenings and at weekends.   
 
Everyone involved will get regular newsletters to keep them in touch 
with what’s happening.  Everybody’s questions will be answered. 

  

  

The council will decide which building firm will do the work to 
modernise the Newstead building by the end of March 2011.   
 
The aim is for work to start in early April. 
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Catch Up On Actions and What’s Happened 
  
Anything Else?  
Nothing else was discussed. 
 
 
 
Things we need to decide 
 
Good Health Group  

 

Kevin Day talked about the Good Health Group.  He said that 
Partnership Board has had a Good Health sub-group for a long time 
but for a while, it has been hard to get people to go to meetings and it 
is difficult to get anything done.  We cannot carry on like this.  
Partnership Board needs to think about whether we need a Good 
Health Group and / or how we can link in with health professionals.  

Carl West said that sometimes people did not get the meeting notes until the last minute.  This makes it 
difficult to prepare for the next meeting. 
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Things we need to decide 
 
Good Health Group  
We talked about how Partnership Board can make sure that health issues are looked at properly.  We 
need to make sure that the good work the group has done is carried on and that organisations are doing 
the things that Valuing People say they should be doing. 
 
Hugh Evans said that the Good Health group should include people from public health, the GP 
Commissioning Consortium, the council and a Reach member.  Partnership Board will think about how 
we can take forward the health agenda and who will be included in the group.  Ideas should be sent to 
Kevin Day at kevin.day@stoke.gov.uk  

 

Action: Kevin Day will bring a proposal to the next meeting. 
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Things we need to decide 
 
Health Assessment Framework 

Kevin Day talked about the health self-assessment that will take place in October 2011.  This year, the 
assessment will be a peer review.  This means that people from another area will come to 
Stoke-on-Trent to judge how they think Stoke-on-Trent is doing against about 70 standards.  Usually, the 
Good Health Group would have done a lot of the work to get ready for the assessment.  As we don’t 
have a Good Health Group at the moment, we need to think about how we will be sure about 

• How we prepare for the visit; 

• The evidence we need to collect; and  

• How we make sure that the information we provide for the review is accurate and will stand up to 
scrutiny. 

 

   

Rosemary Brown said she is doing the training to be part of a review 
team in March.  We said we need to get other people trained.   
 
Chris Sholl said that people with learning disabilities (and their support 
workers) who are members of a review team will be paid for their time. 
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Things We Need to Know About 

  
Reach Response to the Government’s Plans for the NHS 

 
 

Reach members had written a report about the consultation on 
government plans for the NHS. 

  

 

Twenty people from Stoke-on-Trent and North Staffordshire in 6 focus 
groups, looked at the questions in the consultation booklet and talked 
about their healthcare experiences and the government’s ideas. 

Reach put all the ideas together in a report and sent it to the Government.  The full report is on the 
Partnership Board website at http://www.equalpeopleinstoke.org  
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Things We Need to Know About 

  
Reach Response to the Government’s Plans for the NHS 

 

Reach MPs and Experts were not happy with the information sent out 
for the consultation.  They said:  
 

• It was hard to understand 

• It didn’t have the right information 

• There were too many questions 
 
Chris Sholl said other groups were also unhappy about the 
consultation and they have made similar comments.   
 
Chris Sholl will make sure the Department of Health knows how Reach 
members feel. 
 

  

 

The report for Partnership Board included some questions about the 
consultation from Reach MPs and Experts.   
 
We agreed that the consultation was poor.  The right way to consult 
with people is in small groups. 
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Things We Need to Know About 
  

Health and Social Care Bill / Stoke-on-Trent GP Commissioning Consortium 

 

Kevin Day talked about the government’s Health and Social Care Bill.  
The Bill follows on the White Paper, published last summer. 
 
Information about the Health and Social Care Bill says and the 
Stoke-on-Trent GP Commissioning Consortium was sent to people 
before the meeting.  The information is also available on the 
Partnership Board website. 

  
  
The government is changing the NHS.  For example, in April 2013 they are going to abolish Primary Care 
Trusts.  GPs will take over from the PCT and will be responsible for planning and buying some NHS 
services.  Stoke-on-Trent GPs are getting ready for the changes and have already put in place a GP 
Commissioning Consortium (GP Commissioning Board).  The GP Commissioning Consortium will be a 
committee of the Primary Care Trust until April 2013. 
  

Dr Andrew Bartlam, from Milton, was elected to lead the Stoke-on-Trent GP Commissioning Consortium.  
Other GPs have been elected to do other roles.  Information about this was sent to people before the 
meeting. 
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Things We Need to Know About 

  
Health and Social Care Bill / Stoke-on-Trent GP Commissioning Consortium 
 

 

The GPs have appointed Dr Pravin Shah, from the Hanford Clinic, as 
the lead GP for mental health and specialist groups – this will include 
learning disabilities. This is a real step forward. 
 

 

 

We said it would be a good idea to send meeting papers and other 
information about the Partnership Board to Dr Shah.  We said it would 
also be a good idea to invite Dr Shah and Dr Bartlam to a future 
partnership board meeting. 

 

Action: Kevin Day and Celia Challis will contact Dr Shah and  
Dr Bartlam. 
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Things We Need to Know About 
 
Things Carers Want to Talk About 
 

 

 

There was no update. 

 
 

Reach Report – Review of 20101 

 

Mary Carr and Carl West talked about the work Reach did in 2010.  
 
Reach had done a lot of work including: 
o Clear information work; 
o New Learning Disability Strategy; 
o Reach 10-year Celebration Event; 
o Making a Difference workshops. 
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Things We Need to Know About 
 
Reach Report – Review of 2010 

   

Reach had made a poster about their work in 2011. A copy was made 
available at the meeting. Copies can be obtained from Reach. 

 

 
People can now keep in touch with Reach using their Facebook page 
at http://www.facebook.com/reach.at.asist 
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Things We Need to Know About 
 
Places to Live 

 

Ian Clarke talked about what’s happening with Places to Live.  
 
A report is on the Partnership Board website at 
http://www.equalpeopleinstoke.org  

 
 

 

Chris Herbert from Brighter Futures gave a presentation about the 
partnership that supports the Council House project and the work that 
Brighter Futures does to help people live successfully in their own 
home.   
 
Presentation slides are on the Partnership Board website at 
http://www.equalpeopleinstoke.org  

 



 25 

 
 
Things We Need to Know About 
 
Places to Live 

People said that Places to Live is doing really good work and  that Brighter Futures and partners are 
doing really good work with the Council House Project. 

  
  

 

Chris Herbert said that the people living in the council house scheme 
have amazing and very moving stories.  They have left residential care 
and are now doing things they never thought they would be able to do. 

  

 

John Mawman talked about his own story.  He said that he used to live 
in residential care because no one thought he could live on his own.  
He has been living on his own with support for nearly 2 years.  At the 
start, he had 5 carers.  Now he is down to 1 carer on 2 days a week.  
John said that he is happy. 
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Things We Need to Know About 
 
Places to Live 

 

Patsy asked how people’s support needs are being met.   
 
Ian Clarke said that social workers make sure people have the right 
services to meet their needs.  Advocates and carers are involved in 
this. 

 
 
Fulfilling Lives 

 

Chris Morton talked about what’s happening in Fulfilling Lives.  Chris 
said that people with personal budgets are making different choices 
about what they do in the day.  This means that they will need different 
services.  
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Things We Need to Know About 
 
Fulfilling Lives 

Chris said that the team are developing a community base at St John’s Welcome Centre at Abbey 
Hulton.  People are very positive about the development.  The new service will be used by about 20 to 25 
people who currently use Shelton. 

People are going to Meakin House to use a service which helps them to develop independent living 
skills.  The WEA are involved with this service. 

There are services at Fenton Day Centre (in the portakabin) which help people stay fit and well.  The Fire 
Service, Police, Healthcare Facilitators and WEA are involved.  Anyone who has a learning disability can 
go to the drop-in session on Mondays.  This is helping people to make friends. 

There are now 2 community development workers.  One community development worker is in post.  The 
other starts soon.  They will work with the council, independent and voluntary sector organisations to 
promote community involvement and promote learning disability issues with local organisations.  It is 
hoped they will also develop a volunteering scheme.  Social Care will monitor their achievements. 
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Things We Need to Know About 
 
Fulfilling Lives 

 

Patsy said that Reach have done loads of work which they can share 
with the community development workers.  She said that she would 
like to see the Safe Places Scheme become part of their work.  Reach 
have links to places where they have schemes and could share these. 

  
  

 

Chris Morton said she wants to create a clear pathway into work for 
people.  She has talked about this with people from the local college 
and Jobcentre Plus.  Work will be done with the WEA and colleges to 
identify what training people need.  They will also look at developing a 
job club to help people into paid work. 

Chris said that no changes are planned for Portland House and Blurton Community Centre. 
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Things We Need to Know About 
 
Celebrating Valuing People 

 

Chris Sholl talked about Valuing People.   
 
She said that the government believes that Valuing People is an 
important priority and wants it to happen. 

  

The big change is that the national and regional valuing people teams will not be around after 31 March 
2011.  The government says people must make Valuing People happen locally. 

 

The National Programme Board is staying.  It will oversee what is 
happening across the country.   
 
The Regional Board is thinking about how there will be a regional 
focus to help local partnership boards to connect with each other. 
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Things We Need to Know About 
 
Celebrating Valuing People 
  

 

Regional networks are looking at how they can carry on. 

  
  

 

Chris reminded us about planned events 
 
o Keeping connected workshops 
o Partnership Board Chairs’ meeting 
o A celebration to show how Valuing People has changed people’s 

lives 
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Anything Else? 

Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 

 

There is an additional partnership board meeting on  
Wednesday 23 March 2011 (2:30 – 4:00 p.m.) at Committee Room, 
Civic Centre, Glebe Street, Stoke-on-Trent 
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Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 
The next Partnership Board business meeting is on 

 

Monday 23 May 2011 
2:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

at 
Riverside Employment and Training Service, 

Riverside 2 Office Village  
Campbell Road 

Stoke on Trent  ST4 4RG 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Thank you also to Mencap and Keele University  
for some of the pictures 

 

 
 

  


