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People who were at the meeting 
 
John Mawman MP, Reach Parliament 

Co-Chairs 
Cllr Matthew Fry Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
  

Margaret Mason Reach MP 
Carl West Reach Expert 
Amanda Lovatt People: Adults and Neighbourhood Services 
Kevin Day Joint Commissioning Unit 
Chris Herbert Brighter Futures 
Rosemary Brown North Staffs Combined Healthcare NHS Trust 
Janet Beech Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Partnership Trust 
Carolyn Colduck People: Children and Young People’s Services 
  
Mark Evans Reach Project / Support Worker 
Andrew Garvey Reach Project / Support Worker 
  

Celia Challis Joint Commissioning Unit – Notes 
 
Visitors 
Rob Bowler People: Adults and Neighbourhood Services 
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People who said “Sorry – I can’t come to the meeting” 
Irene Abbots Family Carer 
Chris Morton People: Adults and Neighbourhood Services 
Jane Tipping Stoke-on-Trent Clinical Commissioning Group 
Patsy Corcoran Reach 
Debbie Cooper Joint Commissioning Unit 
Amanda Picken People: Adults and Neighbourhood Services 
Janet Johnson UHNS 
Sally Reston People: Adults and Neighbourhood Services 
 
 

  

Welcome to Cllr Matthew Fry, who co-chaired 
the meeting with John Mawman. 

 

Carl West was the timekeeper 
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John Mawman reminded people about using the 
traffic light cards. 

 

 

 

 

We all said hello.  Celia Challis read out the 
names of the people who could not come to the 
meeting.  
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Notes of the last meeting 

 

The notes were OK. 

 

Notes from previous meetings are available on the Partnership 
Board website at 
http://www.equalpeopleinstoke.org/default.aspx?page=27331  

Catch up on what’s happened and actions 

 

Action lists / summaries from previous meetings are available on the 
Partnership Board website at 
http://www.equalpeopleinstoke.org/default.aspx?page=27331  
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Changes since the last meeting 

 

Amanda Lovatt is now the strategic manager for learning disability 
services.   

 

Janet Beech and the other Primary Healthcare Facilitators now work for the Staffordshire and 
Stoke-on-Trent Partnership NHS Trust. 
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Catch up on what’s happened and actions 

Amanda Lovatt talked about service changes. 

 

 
 

The day services and short breaks service 
projects are on target.   

  

  

Amanda talked about Newstead, which is now 
called Waterside.  The work is going well but Adult 
Social Care doesn’t have a date when it will 
re-open.  They will let people know the date as 
soon as possible.   
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Catch up on what’s happened and actions / Service Changes 

John Mawman wanted to know what is happening at Handley Drive 

 

Chris Herbert said that Brighter Futures are making a lot of 
improvements to Handley Drive so that people can have life 
skills training there.  Life skills training will help people make 
the most of their independence.   Training will start when work 
on the building is finished.  Brighter Futures hope this will be 
around the end of September 2012. 

   

Shadow Health and Wellbeing Board update 

Amanda Lovatt talked about the Stoke-on-Trent Health and Wellbeing Board.   
The Board has to 

• Find out about the support and services people in Stoke-on-Trent need so they can be healthy, 
happy and safe. 

• Make sure that there are good services in Stoke-on-Trent. 
 
The full update is on the Partnership Board website at 
http://www.equalpeopleinstoke.org/default.aspx?page=27331  
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Catch up on what’s happened and actions 

Learning Disability Strategy 

Kevin Day talked about the Learning Disability Strategy.  He said that there will not be a totally new 
strategy because a lot of the existing plan is still OK so the existing strategy will be updated.  It will have 
some new things in it.  For example: 

 

Support people to live in the community 

  

 

Access to healthcare 
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Catch up on what’s happened and actions / Learning Disability Strategy 

 

 

People will be asked what they think in June / July. 

 

   

 

 

A draft version of the revised plan will available in September / 
October. 
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Anything else? 

There was nothing else. 

 

Things we need to agree 

How the Partnership Board will work in 2012 / 13 

 

People were asked to think about: 

• Work areas and big issues 

• The things Partnership Board can do 

• The things we need task and finish groups to do 

• Are the Partnership Board terms of reference right? 

 

People said that the really big issues are: 

• Housing 

• Ageing and Older Carers 

• Assistive technology 

• Workforce 

• Autism 

• Health – access to health care and health promotion 

• Hate crime 
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Things we need to agree / How the Partnership Board will work in 2012 / 13 

We talked about groups.  We said that the groups must do their work and then end.  This is called ‘Task 
and Finish’. 

Partnership Board said there should be groups for 

 
 

 

 

The right people to get the job done should be in the groups.  
For example,  

• Rosemary Brown, Janet Beech and Kevin Day should be 
in the Good Health group 

• Christine Morton should lead the Fulfilling Lives group 

• Amanda Lovatt should be in the Accommodation group 
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Things we need to agree / How the Partnership Board will work in 2012 / 13 

Carolyn Colduck said that she will make sure that the right people from Children and Young People’s 
Services get involved. 

We talked about other work. 

 

People from Stoke-on-Trent are involved with the 
Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Autism Partnership Board.  
They will make sure that the Learning Disability Partnership 
Board gets updates. 

  

 

Partnership Board will make sure that hate crime and keeping 
safe are on the agenda. 
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Things we need to agree / How the Partnership Board will work in 2012 / 13 

 

Kevin Day suggested that the Carers’ Working Group could do 
some work on ageing and older carers. 

  

  

 

Andrew Garvey said that people at Reach meetings have 
talked about staff and having good support and not support.  
Amanda Lovatt said that it is very important that organisations 
have the right workforce for the right services.  Reach will 
share the information they have collected with Amanda Lovatt. 
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Things we need to agree 

Terms of Reference and membership 

 

Partnership Board members were asked to think about the 
board’s ‘rules’ (terms of reference), which have been updated. 

Andrew Garvey asked if the rules can include some words about people from Partnership Board going to 
talk to Reach members.  This was agreed.   

  

 

Andrew Garvey will send Reach meeting dates to Amanda 
Lovatt and put them on the Partnership Board website. 

  



 16

 

  

Things we need to agree / Terms of Reference and membership 

  

 

We talked about Partnership Board membership.   

Amanda Lovatt said Professor Zafar Iqbal, the Director of Public Health is aware about lifestyle issues 
(smoking, obesity, sexual health) affect people with learning disabilities.  People from Public Health are 
interested in coming to Partnership Board.  We will make sure we get the right people. 

  

 

Celia Challis will send the terms of reference out and ask 
people if they are happy with them. 
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Things we need to know about 

2012 Health Self-Assessment 

 

Kevin Day said that Stoke-on-Trent has to do a health self-
assessment.  This is to show 

• What good things are happening in Stoke on Trent to keep 
people with learning disabilities and their families healthy 

• What things need to get better to keep people with learning 
disabilities and their families healthy 

• What needs to be done to make things better about health 

 

 

 

 

Stoke-on-Trent City Council will work with Staffordshire County 
Council on the self assessment. 



 18

 

  

Things we need to know about / 2012 Health Self-Assessment 

 

The self-assessment has to be done by 7 September (the 
date has changed since the Partnership Board meeting). 

Before the self-assessment people will be invited to an event where organisations will 

 

• Share 
information 
with you 

 

• Listen to 
you views 
about your 
health 
services 

 

• Talk about 
how health 
services 
can be 
better 

  

 

Information about the event will be sent to people. 
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Things we need to know about / Health self assessment 

There will be feedback from the event at the next Partnership Board meeting.  

 

Things We Need to Know About 

Carers Update  

 

There was no update from Carers. 

 

Reach Reports 

 

Reach MPs talked about  

• How the changes to when people can use their free bus passes 
are affecting people’s lives; and 

• Work updates 
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Things we need to know about / Reach reports 

 

The full reports are available on the Partnership Board website at 
http://www.equalpeopleinstoke.org/default.aspx?page=27334  

  

 

Carl West reported on how the changes to when people can use their 
free bus pass are affecting people’s lives.  The city council says that 
the times that people can use their free bus pass are the same as the 
national system. 

Reach has found out that people are worried about 

 

• How they will get where they want to go on time. 

• How much this will cost 
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Things we need to know about / Reach reports 

 

A lot of people with learning disabilities don’t have much money to 
spend.  Some people don’t control their own money. 

  

 

 

People will lose interest in doing work placements and training because 
they cannot afford their fares.  Paying to travel before half past nine in 
the morning is becoming a barrier to people getting out and about and 
doing things. 

  
  

Reach have agreed that they will not have meetings before 10:30 a.m.  
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Things we need to know about / Reach Reports 

 

Reach members want to know: 

• How people will be supported to still do the things they want to. 

• Will work placements and services start later so people can get 
there on time? 

  

 

Councillor Fry will talk to Cllr Ruth Rosenau, Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration, Planning and Transportation about reach members’ 
worries.   

  

 

Amanda Lovatt will ask Learning Disability Team Managers to make 
sure that activities and meetings are arranged to take account of the 
new rules. 
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Things we need to know about / Reach Reports 

The other report was an update on work done by Reach members.  

 

Reach members have been working with Kerri Stanyer from Stoke 
Adult Social Care Employment and Skills (SASCES).  MPs and 
experts talked about the skills front line staff need when helping 
people with a disability. 

  

  

MPs also worked in groups to share their experiences of social 
workers with two social work students. 

 

There have been 2 focus groups 
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Things we need to know about / Reach reports 

 

One was with Victim Support where Reach members talked about 
their experiences with the police 

  

 

The other was with Fahad Iqbal, a medical student, where Reach 
members shared their healthcare experiences. 

  

 

Reach project workers held a drop-in session at the ABLE project in 
February where people spoke up about issues including Shelton 
Day Service and benefits. 
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Things we need to know about / Reports from Reach 

 

Project workers held a drop-in at St Johns café where people were 
introduced to Reach and the work MPs and Experts do. 

At the last Reach Parliament meeting, someone asked whether medical centres check to see that people 
are treated properly. 

  

 

Janet Beech said it was difficult to say.  By law, health centres have to 
make reasonable adjustments for people with a disability.  This could 
be longer appointments with the doctor or nurse.  Janet’s team 
developed a template for a health check to last about 45 minutes.  
They cannot monitor to see if this is being used.   
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Things we need to know about / Reports from Reach 

 

Carl West said that the question links to the work done with doctors 
about health assessments.  He wondered if people are getting their 
health checks. 

Janet Beech explained that doctors should keep a register of people with learning disabilities.  They 
should get their health check every year.  She said that because of all the changes in the NHS, she 
doesn’t know who has the job of making sure people get their health check. 

 

Kevin Day will ask Dr Abassi and Dr Ruth Chambers what’s 
happening about annual health checks. 

Reach will talk about this at the next meeting to make sure they have the right questions to ask.  For 
example, do people think the new health centres are easy buildings to use? 

 

Anything else? 

There was nothing else. 
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Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 

Thursday 19 July 2012 

  

 

2 o’clock to 4:30 p.m. 

  

 

Riverside Employment Training Service 
Riverside 2 Office Village 

Campbell Road 
Stoke on Trent 

ST4 4RG 

 


